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Greening of the church,
Sunday, December 22 after
10:30 a.m. service.
All hands on deck!

Dear ones all,
My Daddy had built a fire in the fireplace one Christmas Eve. I
was worried that Santa would not be able to come down the
chimney. So I stayed up all night listening for reindeer hooves
on the roof. That night was the first and last time I saw Santa
Claus. I was 6 years old. And I believed in miracles. At first I
heard the jingle jangle of sleigh bells. And then I saw Santa in
his sleigh. I remember it as clearly as I remember the day I was
ordained. I loved Santa. Santa was as real to me as God. In my
6 year old mind, God came down from heaven in the form of
the baby Jesus, not unlike the way that Santa traveled down to
us from the North Pole to bring Christmas gifts.
I think my 6 year old faith was not so wrong. To me it was a
miracle that Santa made it to my house that year even with a
roaring fire in the fireplace with gifts for everyone. But the true
gift was the miracle of the baby Jesus, Christ in human form,
God incarnate, who came to us that first Christmas. And he
comes again this year as we relive the incarnation story. And
we do relive it. Our tradition of anticipating Christmas is very
intentional in the church year. During Advent we prepare. We
prepare our hearts and minds for Christ to come to us anew.
We do this in our daily lives while we are making Christmas
cookies, shopping for gifts for family and friends, putting up
greenery and decorating trees in our homes, and listening to
and singing carols about Christ and the jolly man in the red
suit whom I saw so many years ago. We recall the story – at
Advent Lessons and Carols and at Christmas cantatas and
through movies about a baby born over 2000 years ago – as
we wait to celebrate fully on Christmas Eve (as Vigil services)
and Christmas Day and the twelve days of the season of Christmas.
I am not suggesting that we forgo making shortbread cookies
from our Grandmother’s recipe for this year, but I wonder what
Christmas would be like without all the mystique – without the
bright lights, without the tree, without Christmas music, and
without Santa. Without all the trappings of Christmas, we
would be left with just the miracle of the incarnation – and a
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mighty miracle it is. Baby Jesus – Christ in human form – came into our lives to reveal God’s love to us.
And the world was changed forever.
My prayer is that we allow Christ to come again to us in the midst of our Christmas traditions and make
our world new again. May the baby Jesus who is reborn again in us this Christmas – Christ Jesus who is
always with us, and Jesus the Christ of the future when God will rule over all the world – come again in
our hearts so that God’s will is done on earth.
May we all embrace the coming of the Christ child this year with the hope and innocence of that little 6year old girl. God bless you all, angels surround you always, and peace be in all your hearts. Jim and I
wish you a holy Advent, a safe and very merry Christmas, and a blessed and healthy New Year. Jo+

In synch?
By now we are deeply immersed in the Christmas Season. And this creates a dissonance with the Church
Calendar. Because here at Good Shepherd, as in all the so-called liturgical churches (e.g., Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox), Advent has begun. Christmas will arrive no sooner than December 25.
Advent, of course, is a time of anticipation and preparation for Christmas. And Christmas is our celebration of the birth of Jesus, which certainly is something to anticipate and prepare for. But do we fail to distinguish between celebrating and preparing to celebrate? By the time Christmas Eve arrives, the annual
Christmas parties and parades and community festivities will be done. By Christmas afternoon, we will
not be celebrating, but recuperating from weeks of celebration. And the Twelve Days of Christmas, perish
the thought. We are exhausted.
Is the Church calendar out of synch with the community calendar? Or is the community culture out of
synch with the Church calendar? And in either case, what are we as a Church to do? Is it realistic to expect the community and culture to conform to our Christian tradition? Or should the Church throw up its
hands and have a month-long celebration of Christmas in lieu of Advent in December? And, regardless,
how might we live our lives of preparation, anticipation, and celebration in a culture that has reappropriated Christmas as an extended, increasingly secular, and highly commercialized array of festivities, activities, and shopping that rarely and barely acknowledge the birth of Christ? One wonders how Jesus must feel about becoming just another excuse for a party.
Keeping Advent as a time of preparation and anticipation in our lives while the community celebration of
Christmas is in full swing requires intention, dedication, and, perhaps, a bit of sacrifice. We might consider adopting some spiritual practices that will help us preserve our identity as Episcopalians and also preserve our mental and physical health in one of the most stressful times of the year. Why not set aside several times a day for brief periods of prayer? Even just a few minutes. We have prepared a small brochure
providing short prayers for various times of day. And our Book of Common Prayer offers numerous resources for praying, ranging from the daily offices of Morning and Evening Prayer to simple regimes of
family prayer. Attending our Wednesday Holy Eucharist would be a respite from the pre-Christmas pandemonium and refocus our hearts and minds on anticipating our celebration of the birth of Christ. Our
“Innkeepers” will see in the faces of Mary and Joseph that Christmas arrives at the end of a journey.
Notably, these are positive steps. Denying ourselves the Christmas festivities that surround us already,
while seemingly desirable, might be seen as excessively scrupulous. And if we hide away and insulate ourselves from the ongoing Christmas festivities in our community, we cannot remind our secular culture
that Christmas is after all about Jesus, the Christ. Though we might look for other opportunities to tone it
down slightly or just take a break.
Continued on next page
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Adult Education

Let us also remember that judging those who celebrate Christmas with abandon during Advent can
transform the righteous to the self-righteous. Even
here at Good Shepherd, some Christmas decorations will have appeared well before Christmas.
And Jo and I will have our Open House on December 6. In the church itself, however, it will remain
Advent until after the 10:30 am Holy Eucharist on
December 22, the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Only
then will the Christmas decorations appear, and
we can begin to appreciate that anticipation is no
more than half the fun. Jim+

ADVENT STUDY BEGINS DECEMBER 1
Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide
to Advent with Amy-Jill Levine

milestones
Deaths: Ryan Genusso and Mary Lagueruela,
mother of Alicia Goodwin. May they rise in glory
and rest in peace and may light perpetual shine
upon them.
“Getting to know you, getting to know all about you" is
a show tune from the 1951 Rodgers and Hammerstein musical “The King and I.” In December, you will
have the opportunity to “get to know” the Pophams
on a more personal level. You can sign up on the bulletin board for either coffee with Jim or tea with Jo!
The date will be Thursday, December 19th from 10
a.m. until 11 a.m. Reserve your spot today!

Save the date
Sunday, December 8– Advent Lessons & Carols, 10:30 a.m. followed by Gumbo at the
home of Randy & Barb King, 1004 Pujo St.
Please sign up on the bulletin board to let us
know what you are bringing.

In Light of the World, author, professor, and biblical scholar AmyJill Levine explores the biblical
texts surrounding the story of the
birth of Jesus. Join her as she
traces the Christmas narrative
through the stories of Zechariah
and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey
to Bethlehem, and the visit from
the Magi.
Dec 1

The Meaning of Memory

Dec 8

The Promise of Potential

Dec 16 The Journey to Joy
Dec 22 The Gifts of the Gentiles
Mark your calendars for

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Wednesday, December 4 at 7:30 a.m.
Big Daddy’s– 1737 W. Sale Road
Deadline for the January newsletter will
be December 13th. View on-line at
www.goodshepherd-lc.com.

COR-Connecting Our Roots
Tuesday, January 14– Council on Aging will
present what their agency offers to seniors.
Please come early to register at 9:30 a.m.
Program begins at 10 a.m.

Page 4

Page 4

December 2019 Calendar
Sunday, December 1 Breakfast by Muy Calientes, 9:30
a.m.
 Services at 8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
 Adult Christian Ed., 9:30 a.m.
 Children’s Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
 Liturgical Ministry Retreat, 12:30 p.m. (Lunch will be
served.)
Monday, December 2
 EDS Chapel, 8 a.m.
 Study group, 11:30 –1 p.m.
Tuesday, December 3
 Rosewood group meets at Anne Phillips’ to fill ditty
bags, 9:30 a.m.
 Staff meeting, 11 a.m.
 Labyrinth in the gym, 6– 8 p.m.
Wednesday, December 4
 Men’s Breakfast at Big Daddy’s, 7:30 a.m.
 Bible Study, 10 a.m.
 Healing Service and Holy Eucharist, 12:05 p.m.
 AA in Outreach House, 6 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Study Group, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 5
 EDS Eucharist, 2 p.m.
 Choir rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, December 6
 Open House at the Popham’s, 2306 Norben Drive, 4
p.m. until 8 p.m.
Sunday, December 8- Breakfast by Quackers, 9:30 a.m.
 Services at 8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
 Advent Lessons & Carols at 10:30 a.m. , Gumbo lunch
following the service at Randy & Barb King’s, 1004
Pujo St.
 Adult Christian Ed., 9:30 a.m.
 Children’s Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
 Youth Group, 5 p.m.

Monday, December 9
 Building & Grounds meeting, 11 a.m.
 Study group, 11:30 –1 p.m.
 Finance Meeting, 12 noon
 Vestry Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
 St. Cecilia’s Guild Christmas Party, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, December 10
 Staff Meeting, 11 a.m.
Wednesday, December 11
 Bible Study, 10 a.m.
 Healing Service and Holy Eucharist, 12:05 p.m.
 AA in Outreach House, 6 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Study Group, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 12
 EDS Eucharist, 2 p.m.
 EDS Christmas in the Garth, 6—8 p.m.
 Choir rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 14
 Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Sam’s, 10 a.m.—8 p.m.
Sunday, December 15-breakfast, 9:30 a.m. by Road Kill
 Services at 8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
 Adult Christian Ed., 9:30 a.m.
 Children’s Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
Monday, December 16
 EDS Chapel, 8 a.m.
 Study Group, 11:30 a.m.—1 p.m.
 Healing Service & Holy Eucharist, 12:05 p.m.
 AA in Outreach House, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, December 18
 Bible Study, 10 a.m.
 Healing Service and Holy Eucharist, 12:05 p.m.
 EDS Teachers Lunch in HH, 12:30 p.m.
 AA in Outreach House, 6 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Study Group, 6:30 p.m.
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Thursday, December 19
 Coffee/Tea with the Pophams, 10-11 a.m.
Please, reserve your spot.
 EDS Holy Eucharist, 2 p.m.
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, December 20
 Rosewood Nursing home Christmas Party, 10 a.m.

Stewardship Drive, 2020
We are in the midst of our 2020 Good Shepherd
Pledge Drive. Thank you to all of those who have
sent their pledges in. If you have not made your
pledge, please, turn them in as soon as possible. Mail, Email, (Finance@goodshepherd-LC.com)
phone call (433-5244 – Ann Lindsay) or drop it in
the plate on Sunday.

Thank you for your commitment to Good ShepSaturday, December 21
 Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Sam’s, 10 a.m.—8 p.m. herd. Dave McCarty
Sunday, December 22– no breakfast
 Services 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
 Adult Christian Ed., 9:30 a.m.
 Family Christingle Service, 9:30 a.m.
 Children’s Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.
 Greening of the church, 12 noon
 Youth Group 5 p.m.
Tuesday, December 24– Christmas
Eve
 Children’s Service at 3 p.m.
 Family Service at 5 p.m.
 Traditional Service at 9 p.m.
with choir
 Church office closed
Wednesday, December 25
Christmas Day
 Service at 10 a.m.
 Church office closed
Thursday, December 26
 Choir rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 29– breakfast by Road Kill, 9:30 a.m.
 Adult Education, 9:30 a.m.
 NO Children’s Sunday School today.
Tuesday, December 31– New Year’s Eve
 Church office closed

St. Cecilia’s Guild– We pray a bit, learn a
little, and have lots of fun!
6 P.M. in Hardtner Hall
December 9 -Christmas Party
January 13

February 10

April 13

March 9

May 11

Rosewood Calendar- 2019 – 2020
December 3rd (sort gifts at Ann’s)
20th (Christmas Party)
January 3rd

17th Anita

February 7th

21st Ellie L.

March 6th

20th Ellie M.

April 3rd

17th Anita

May 1st

15th Ellie L.
Wednesday, January 1– New

Join us for a service of Advent
Lessons and Carols with Holy
Eucharist on Sunday, December
8 at 10:30 a.m.
We will have a Gumbo party at the King’s home (1004
Pujo St.) following the service.
Share your famous gumbo and special treats by signing up on the bulletin board in Hardtner Hall.

ARMED FORCES CHRISTMAS FOR K-9 AND SOLDIERS
and TEAM GREEN
St. Cecilia’s Guild and our parishioners gathered quite a few needed items to support our
Military Working Dogs overseas in the Middle East. They also wrote Christmas cards to be
distributed to many soldiers overseas during the holidays. This project was very beneficial to
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2130 and we thank you all for donating to this project.

The Rev. Boo Kay accepted
an award on behalf of EDS for
her efforts at environmental
sustainability at the Team
Green Litter Awareness and
Prevention luncheon on
October 10th.
The Faith and Friends Food Pantry provides protein for families
at Christmas. This year the board decided to provide pork roast.
The Pantry serves approximately 160 people a week. We are
partnering with other churches to raise funds for a Christmas
dinner for each family. Good Shepherd’s goal this year is to provide 100 pork loins at $10.00 apiece. (We have a supplier we
are buying from. )If you would like to make a donation, please
make your check out to Good Shepherd and in the memo put:
Food pantry pork roast.

MARY AND JOSEPH ARE HEADED TO BETHLEHEM
And we are delighted to report that they have reservations at
numerous “inns” in our parish community as they make their
way. Their experiences on their journey will be chronicled in
the journal that accompanies them. And we are sure their
presence at parties, grocery stores, shopping malls, theatres,
and even doctor’s offices, to say nothing of quiet, restful evenings with their innkeepers will provoke curiosity, as well as
a reminder that our pre-Christmas festivities are rooted in the
anticipation of our celebration of the birth of Jesus.

Mary and Joseph enjoying television
at the “Pop Inn” last Advent.

Our innkeepers are reminded, too, that they are invited and
encouraged to process with the altar party at the very beginning of the 5 p.m. Family Christmas Eucharist on Christmas
Eve. And let’s not forget that Mary and Joseph are inviting all
innkeepers to a dinner they will be hosting during Epiphany.
The meal will be prepared from recipes from Bethlehem Inns
all over the world.

Innkeepers, please, note that you will be provided with contact information for the next innkeeper, as well as Mary and Joseph’s journal. We also encourage all innkeepers to take pictures
of Mary and Joseph at their inns and as they are out and about sharing their day’s events with
them. Your photos may be sent to Jo+ electronically (thejomama@gmail.com) for inclusion in
the final printed copy of the journal. Copies will be provided all innkeepers and also placed in
the Good Shepherd library.
If you have any questions now or at any time during Mary and Joseph’s journey, please, never
hesitate to contact Jo+.

Poinsettias and Music for Christmas
In thanksgiving for________________________________________________________
In loving memory of_____________________________________________________________
Acknowledge to:
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
Flowers________Music_____________
Send your donation to Good Shepherd, 715 Kirkman St. Lake Charles, LA 70601

Deadline is: Wednesday,
December 18th.
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Join the Good Book Club
God of all good gifts, you caused the holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant
that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them so that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you gave to the world in
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen. (Adapted from the Collect for the Sunday closest to November 16, BCP, p. 236, JPP+)

There are book clubs, and then there is the Good Book Club, a book club to read the Bible.
A few years ago I read an article written by a reporter who had read 1% of the Bible every
day for 100 days.* He published his progress in part so that his readers would hold him accountable, but as the
100 days progressed nearly everything around him took on new meaning – spiritual meaning. His worldview
was changing and he had startling God-incidences all the time. He encountered God all the while that he was
reading. And those encounters are still happening to him.
I see the world differently when I am immersed in the Word of God. I know this to be true for you as well. So I
invite you to consider reading the whole Bible with Jim and me and one another, even if you have already read
it many times before. How might we do this? Well, taking inspiration from the reporter who read the entire Bible in 100 days, I have divided up the Old and New Testaments and the Apocrypha into 100 equal pieces. Necessarily, I did not stop in the middle of a verse, and where a story had a conclusion within a page or two, I continued that reading to complete the thought or story.
I suggest that we read 1/100 of the Bible each week, rather than each day. We will cast out Christmas and Easter week. In two years, we will have read the entire Bible. It is surprising what we find relevant or even surprising as we read Holy Scriptures anew.
Think hard with the Lord – pray about it – and let me know if you would like to take on this project. We would
begin at the beginning with Genesis at the beginning of the new church year, the 1st Sunday of Advent, December 1st. Copies of the reading schedule are in a red folder on the kiosk in Hardtner Hall. There are also prayer
bookmarks available.
This would be good stewardship of our time, my friends. Yes, it is that time again, a time when we pray and
discern what we are called to give back to God for the support of the ministry of the church. We talk a lot about
giving of our time, our treasure, and our talent. Let us join together in making time to read the Good Book. I
think we may find it will encourage us to give more of our treasure to support Good Shepherd in living the
Word.
* Craig Kanalley, “How Reading the Bible in 100 Days Changed My Life,” June 20, 2012. See his full article:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/craig-kanalley/how-reading-the-bible-in-100-days_b_1610954.html.

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING– sign up in Hardtner Hall on the board if you would like to
help. We need two (2) ringers present at all times for one (1) hour intervals. We will be at
Sam’s Saturday, December 14 from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m. and Saturday, December 21 from
10 a.m. until 8 p.m. (Men would be preferred during the evening hours for safety reasons–
4-8 p.m.
SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE– The tree is up in Hardtner Hall. Pick your angel, record your
name and the angel you selected, go shopping and return your gifts by Tuesday, December
10th. Thank You!

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES RETREAT
ALTAR PARTY “PARTY” (LITURGICAL MINISTRIES RETREAT) On Sunday,

December 1 at noon, we will be conducting a Liturgical Ministries
Retreat to provide a review and refresher for all our liturgical
ministries, which include (in order of appearance) the altar guild,
greeters, ushers, acolytes, lectors, oblationers, and Eucharistic
ministers. Excellent liturgy is a prerequisite of attracting and
incorporating new members. And excellence and consistency in
liturgy require instruction, intention, and practice. Some liturgical
ministries also require licensing and timely renewal. So we also will
have an opportunity to be sure that everyone is up-to-date. All who serve in these capacities
and who wish to continue their ministries on the altar are expected to attend. If you cannot
attend, please, contact Jo. We will conclude by 3:30 p.m. (N.B. The Saints will be playing Atlanta on Thanksgiving Day, so no game on Sunday, December 1) Lunch will be served.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE PARTY? Our Liturgical Ministries Retreat on December 1 at noon also will provide an opportunity for anyone interested in serving in the leadership of our worship services (acolytes, lectors, oblationers, Eucharistic ministers, altar guild, greeters, and ushers) to familiarize themselves with what
is involved and begin instruction and training. Please, contact Jo for more information if you or a child or
young person in your family is interested. We particularly invite children to serve as acolytes and entire families to serve as oblationers.

You and yours
are invited to our annual

Advent Open House
& Tree Trimming

Friday, December 6th
4:00 – 8:00 pm
Jo & Jim Popham’s home
Bring your appetite!

2306 Norben Drive
Lake Charles, Louisiana

LABYRINTH WALK
FINDING OUR CENTER On Tuesday, December 3 from 6 to 8 pm, our Labyrinth will
be spread on the floor of the gym and open to all who wish to walk it. For centuries, the labyrinth has provided a distinctive format for prayer and meditation. In
walking the Labyrinth we journey in search of our own center and then return outward again into the world, transformed by our engagement with ourselves and
with the Divine.

JUST A FEW SLOTS LEFT! Loving and generous innkeepers have filled up nearly all
the slots to host Mary and Joseph as they travel to Bethlehem via the homes of our
Good Shepherd innkeepers. Let’s not leave them out in the cold for even one night.
Sign up today on the kiosk in Hardtner Hall. Only two (2) dates left as we got to press!

AND SPEAKING OF SIGNING UP As always here at Good Shepherd, we have a variety of activities and ministries that vie for our
time. Consider just those opportunities the Christmas season
offers, all of which seek our signing up to participate in one way or
another…on a sign-up sheet…in Hardtner Hall. First, we could
take in Mary and Joseph on their way to Bethlehem. The sign-up
sheet is on the kiosk. Second, two days later it’s a gumbo feast.
Sign-up to bring gumbo or rice or …or…or. The sign-up sheet is on
the bulletin board. Third, our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
liturgies reflect how much our liturgy truly is the work of the people. Each service requires the leadership of numerous liturgical
ministers serving in distinctive roles. Again, the sign-up sheet is
on the kiosk. Fourth, we can ring the bell for the Salvation Army at
Sam’s Club on December 14 and 21, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board.
Fifth, The Salvation Angel Tree will be up in Hardtner Hall in a few
days. Pick your angel, buy your gifts and return them to the church asap. Each of these opportunities for
participation in the life of Good Shepherd remind us that we are a community, and each of us is offered
the opportunity to serve our community in our undertaking of God’s work in God’s Church.
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December Birthday & Prayer Calendar
1 Kay Crosby, Finn Kelley

18 Field LaMotte

2 Wes Maze

19 The Rev. Jim Popham

3 Terry Poole, John O’Donnell

21 Remy Girard, Meredith Kingham

5 Barry Whitten

22 Ellen McAdon

7 Sylvia Seals

23 Elaine Cameron, Katie Fruge, Walker Hale

8 Ben Olsan

25 Eddy Phillips, Frances Walker

9 Jeanine Newman

26 Janet Allured, Kip Sanders

10 Audrey Lindsay

27 Miles Prestia, Camille Pousson, Caroline Barbe

11 Larry Fontenot, Lindy George
13 Rachael Riquelmy

28 Jean George, Jerry Lynne Hollins, Martha
Hoskins, Linda Lueckenhoff, Charles Reeves

15 Keith Duplechin, Rob Price

30 Doug Walsworth, Martha Whelan

16 Donna Little
17 Dorothy Sahlmann

We are honored to pray for you but we would also love to know when you are well. Please call us and tell
us when we can say “Thank you Lord!”
Prayers are asked for: people suffering due to hurricanes, drought, flooding, tornados, fires and earthquakes.
Prayers for healing: Alexandra Battestin, Lynn Cox, Lucie Earhart, Bryan Storozyszyn, John Richards, Harold Manuel, Michelle White, Steve
Griffith, Marian Perry and Jorge Santiago, Allison Whitney, Ron & Denise Miller, Diane & Mark Portwood, Ethan Morris, Angell Wright, Lisa
Lindsay, Pam Ragusa, Edrich Desormeaux, Sarah Johns, Caroline Ettinger, Jennifer Katie McLean, Jules Maust, Mike Bullen, Celeste Bland Eddy,
Bob Edwards, Ray Miles, Joanie Johnson, Dorothy Smith, Victor Muse, Jeff Allain, Larry Parker, Donald Landry, James Dellarossa, Libby Patterson, Lanny Wallace, Jackie & Bob Hellman, Chris, Bobby Phillips, Noni Haight, Melanie F. Koonce, Johnny Haas, Ben Ladner, Julie Hess, Melody
Luff Hannon, Paula Rogers, Doug Lindsay, Laura Fletcher Lindsay, Debbie, Marcie, Allen Desormeaux, Daniel Brownfield, Ginger Walker, Bob
Theaux, Lucas Merrill, Tabitha Rider, Randy Haight, Laura Miller Drews, James Hayes, Gordon McNutt, Bryan McKinley, Crawford Pernici,
Daryl Harper, Laura Meche, Sheila Chisholm, Rosemary, Stephanie Lemoine, Holly Boudreaux, Ike Stanfield, Jack, Bella Hahn, Cole Cormier,
Adeline Jackson, Fletcher Pierson, Dr. Charles Smith, Lois Bradley, Ethel Coulter, Bobby, Fr. George & Grace Gennuso.
Our continuing prayers are offered for: John Shipman, Hannah Linowski, Chuck Lemoine, Gabby Saucier, Lindy George, Jean George,
Caroline Hollins, Sylvia Seals, Josephine Thweatt, John Landry, Jenilyn Gibson, Patricia Luff Wood, Carolyn Earhart Whittington, Marjorie
Dempsey, Caroline Hammett, Emily Judice, Everett, Patricia Reeves, Cliff DeRousselle, Jaxon Sellers, Bobby Thomas, Rocky Cormier, Charmaine
Hufstedler, Riley Soder, Katie Hoffman, David Crowe, Bob Kickel, Jeanne Meek.
Traumatic brain injury: Luke Burnham, Jason Trahan, Ty Griffen, Damani James, Michael Barrett, Conner Gezell
We pray for those serving in our armed forces: SPC Craig May US ARMY; Danasia London, NAVY; Kyandra London, NAVY, Senior Chief
Petty Officer Justin Phillips, NAVY, nephew of Margie Collins; Sergeant First Class John Dalgleish, US ARMY, son of Linda & Charles Dalgleish,
US Air Force: Ethan Myers; Tucker Matte, US Marine Corp, son of Bruce & Whitney Matte, grandson of Ed & Nancy Khoury.

Youth Group 2019
December 2019
Will be planning events as it gets closer to involve another “no more room in the
inn” experiences and reflection)

Sunday December 8th 5:00pm Outreach House
Sunday December 22nd 5:00pm Outreach House
(Advent / Christmas party and activities Planning for off-site events bonfire / hot dogs / marshmallows)
Activities that we will be doing through the coming gatherings:
● Games - activities

● Off-site activities / convocational events (with other churches)



Scavenger hunts



Christian formation through guided discussion and fellowship

● Local missions

● Planning for a summer mission trip
● Specialized youth led services and

sharing with the younger children in the church / and community



Sharing meals & Cook outs
And much more…. All recommendations and suggestions are welcome.

WE ARE THE CHURCH.

THIS IS OUR GROUP!

Come shape what it will be and experience the fun and friendship we will share!!
Contact Person: Ben Williams

saba_ben@yahoo.com

337-853-1328

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Sign up in Hardtner Hall to ring the bell at Sam’s
Warehouse, Saturday, December 14 from 10
a.m. until 8 p.m. and Saturday, December 21
from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m. We need two (2) ringers present at all times for one (1) hour interval’s.
(Men would be preferred during the evening
hours for safety reasons.)

The Faith and Friends Food Pantry provides protein for families at
Christmas. This year the board decided to provide pork roasts. The Pantry serves
approximately 160 people a week. We are partnering with other churches to
raise funds for a Christmas dinner for each family. Good Shepherd’s goal this
year is to provide 100 pork loins at $10.00 apiece. If you would like to make a
donation, please make your check out to Good Shepherd and put in the memo:
Food Pantry pork roasts. Thanks!

St. Michael & All Angels ECW Lunch– December 12

ST. MICHAEL'S ANNUAL DECEMBER CELEBRATION - Thursday, December 12, 11:30
In recent years women at St. Michael's have enjoyed a special December luncheon in lieu of our
regular December ECW meeting. This year it will be at the Pioneer Club and we would like to extend an invitation to our convocational sisters and other friends to join us.
A delicious full course Pioneer Club buffet is available and wine may be purchased extra from
your server by cash or credit card.
Your reservation of $25 is made when you have paid your cash (with your name attached) or your
check (made out to St Michael's ECW) in St. Michael’s office - 123 W Sale, LC 70605 - to mail.
We will begin at 11:30 with a short devotional and other possibilities being a game, prizes - maybe carols. We also pass a basket for monetary donations (optional, of course) to be given to a
specific woman for her special need. Come a few minutes early for extra time with friends.
Since parking can be a problem, carpooling is suggested. If you would like to ride with others
please tell Christy in the office (337-477-1881) or attach a note to your payment.
Call or text Marianne or Margaret for more information:
Marianne Kiser - 337-302-0371 or Margaret Yrun - 520-349-1581

ANNUAL MEETING- JANUARY 26, 2020
Before we all get busy with Advent and various holiday activities, we need to remember to put a few things in our “Congregational Pipe-line” now,
before our Annual Meeting on January, 26th. During our Annual Meeting we will review our finances, elect a new class of Vestry Members, and a
new class of Delegates to Diocesan Convention.

In order to accomplish these duties smoothly in January we need to do three things NOW.
1.

Complete payment of your 2019 pledge and make your pledge for 2020.

2.

Nominate an interested person for vestry. The Nomination Committee will bring forward at slate of at least three (3) CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY. If you know someone or if you yourself are interested in serving on Vestry, sign them up on the Vestry Nomination Sheet* posted on the kiosk in Hardtner Hall or give their name to one of the Nomination Committee members.
3. Nominate persons to serve as Delegates to Diocesan Convention. Delegates to convention elect persons to various diocesan posts, debate
and vote on various resolutions regarding the future direction and policies of our Diocese. A Delegate Nomination Sheet* can also be found on
the kiosk in Hardtner Hall
All candidates are encouraged to submit a personal history and statement of candidacy to our January Newsletter (deadline – Dec.13).

Vestry Nomination Committee: Becky Watson, Ellen McAdon, Gina Ardoin, Martha Whelan

Qualified Voters at The Parish Annual Meeting shall include:
“All communicants (baptized members) in good standing of Good Shepherd Parish, who shall have attained the age of
16 years of and who shall have been contributors of record toward the support of said Parish during the period of one
year next preceding such election, of which the Treasurer’s books shall be the only competent evidence”
(from Canon of the Diocese of Western Louisiana)

Sunday Morning Breakfast Chefs
December

1

Muy Calientes! - light fare

8

Quackers– light fare–

March

Lessons & Carols/gumbo
15

Road Kill

22 No breakfast
29 Road Kill

January

5

Muy Calientes!

12

True Grits

19

Broken Yokes

26

No breakfast–
Annual Meeting/Parish lunch

February

April

2

Quackers

9

Muy Calientes!

16

True Grits

23

No breakfast– Pancakes & Pajamas

May

1

Quackers

8

Muy Calientes!

15

True Grits

22

Road Kill

29

Broken Yokes

5

Road Kill– Palm Sunday

12

No Breakfast– Easter

19

Quackers

26

Broken Yokes

3

True Grits

10 Quackers
17 Broken Yokes
24 Muy Calientes!
31 No Breakfast—Pentecost /
TML parish lunch

Page 16

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Lake Charles, LA
Permit No. 87

The Good News
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
715 Kirkman St.
Lake Charles, LA 70601

Return Address Requested

Phone: 337-433-5244
Fax: 337-439-8728
Email: church@goodshepherd-lc.com
Web: www.goodshepherd-lc.com

Blessing Bags
Her name was Julia. She was a freed slave following the Civil War. She
worked as a cleaning lady. Her meager salary was used to buy basic care
items for homeless people which she delivered at night fearing her gifts
would be rejected if the recipient knew she was black. We learned about
her ministry in the Upper Room Adult Christian Education class. We are
inviting you to join us in our “Julia Ministry,” distributing Blessing Bags to
people in need in Lake Charles. The container in Hardtner Hall will gratefully accept your generous donations. We will meet to prepare the gallon
zip lock bags and then return them to Hardtner Hall for you to pick up, store in your car and then give
away. Suggestions for donations: white cotton sox, tooth brush, tooth paste, wash cloth, soap, razor,
snacks, small bottle of water, gift card to fast food, small Kleenex, lip balm and/or whatever you think
would be appreciated. Why are we doing this? Because Jesus told us to.
Peace and Joy, Missy Shaddock, 439-9737

